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COVID-19 Cluster Identified at Southern Middle School 

 

The Moore County Health Department, in conjunction with Moore County Schools, has been monitoring the status of 

confirmed positive COVID-19 test results associated with Southern Middle School (717 Johnson Street, Aberdeen). Since 

last Thursday, eight students have been confirmed COVID-19 positive, which meets the North Carolina Department of 

Health and Human Services (NCDHHS) definition of a cluster. A COVID-19 “cluster” is defined as a minimum of five 

positive cases with illness onsets or initial positive results within a 14-day period. 

 

Guidelines for isolation have been provided to all COVID-19 positive students from Southern Middle.  Close contacts of 

the affected students have been notified and advised to quarantine for a period of 14 days and to consult with their 

healthcare provider for evaluation and possible COVID-19 testing.  In an abundance of caution, a remote learning plan 

has been implemented for all 6th grade classrooms at the school until May 12. 

 

Health Department staff are monitoring individuals who have tested positive and will follow up with anyone who is 

identified as a close contact.  A “Close contact” is defined as someone who was within 6 feet of an infected person for a 

cumulative total of 15 minutes or more over a 24-hour period starting from 2 days before illness onset (or, for 

asymptomatic patients, 2 days prior to test specimen collection) until the time the infected person is isolated. 

Individuals who have been fully vaccinated and for whom two weeks have passed since receiving their final dose of 

COVID-19 vaccine are not required to quarantine if they’ve been in close contact with a positive case. 

 

Ill students or school staff can end isolation and return to school once the following conditions are met: 

• 10 days have passed since the start of symptoms 

AND 

• Fever free for 24 hours without the use of fever reducing medication 

AND 

• Symptoms have improved 
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A cluster is considered over if there is no evidence of continued transmission, specifically positive cases, within the 

setting for a period of 28 days. 

 

You can find more detailed information regarding ongoing COVID-19 clusters in childcare and school settings in Moore 

and other NC Counties by accessing a report published by NCDHHS at: 

https://files.nc.gov/covid/documents/dashboard/Weekly-Ongoing-Clusters-in-Child-Care-and-School-Settings.pdf 

 

The Moore County Health Department continues to encourage everyone to “Know Their W’s” and continue to exercise 

caution when out in public: Wear a cloth face covering if you will be around other people, Wait six feet apart and avoid 

close contact, and Wash your hands often for at least 20 seconds or use hand sanitizer. 

 

Weekly COVID-19 vaccination clinics are available at the Health Department.  To schedule an appointment, call 910-947-

SHOT (7468). 

 

Moore County’s Coronavirus (COVID-19) Dashboard can be found here: 

https://moorecounty.maps.arcgis.com/apps/opsdashboard/index.html#/4c11e5bf79b64a6e9c8377d5129cc97c 

 

For more information about COVID-19 and Moore County’s response, please visit www.moorecountync.gov/health, 

find us on Facebook (Moore County Health Department), and follow us on Twitter (@mocohealth). 
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